Tulpehaking Nature Center – Teachers’ Workshop
October 24, 2015
How could a glorious autumn day be made more perfect? For those of us associated with
the Abbott Marshlands, it was sharing the marsh with a group of enthusiastic teachers.
Activities were designed to illustrate the legacy of this world-class marsh, including its
natural and cultural history. During the morning the group walked to Spring Lake with
Kelly Rypkema and Mary Leck, stopping along the way to examine plants such as White
Snake Root, Wild Rice, the specialized leaves of the carnivorous bladderwort, and at the
west edge of Spring Lake a beaver dam and lodge. We considered how the Abbott
Marshlands with varied habitats, both tidal (freshwater) and nontidal wetlands and
surrounding uplands, are an important oasis for diverse wildlife and other organisms.
After lunch, Bill Guthrie, Lenape expert, discussed Lenape Life at the Abbott
Marshlands, using many implements made by the Lenape or that he made himself in the
Indian way.
After a brief wrap up led by Mike MacEwan, the group returned to the field. Tom
Wilkins and several of the Mohawk Canoe Club provided safety for the paddle trip via
kayak from Watson Woods to Bordentown beach. Guides on the water were Charlie
Fisher and Mary Leck. On the water, water quality, marshland ecology, uses of the
marsh, including available clay, and tides were among the topics considered.
Lesson plans, aligned to Common Core & NGSS standards, prepared for the Abbott
Marshlands and available for participating teachers included:
The Rainbow Crow (grade level: Pre-K)
Lenape Life in the Abbott Marshlands (grade levels: K-4)
Animals & Energy Flow in the Abbott Marshlands (grade levels: 4-8)
Plant Chemicals for Medicine, Protection & Poison (grade levels: 3-5)
Estimating Water Quality by Macroinvertebrate Sampling (grade levels 9-12)
PD documentation was provided.
The workshop was made possible by a Wm Penn Foundation grant to D&R Greenway
Land Trust, and by the considerable time spent by volunteers and staff.
Workshop and lesson plan development was by members of the Abbott Marshlands
Education Standing Committee and Friends for the Abbott Marshlands Executive
Committee: Carol Brown, Art Firestone, Charlie Fisher, Stephanie Fox, Bill Guthrie,
Karen Harrison, Greg Lattanzi, Mary Leck, Michael MacEwan, Linda Mead, Kelly
Rypkema, Kay Widmer, and Judy Winkler.
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